[Efficacy of new antiepileptic drugs and the next generation drugs].
Recent development and success in the field of new antiepileptic drug treatment, has resulted in the commercialization of many new drugs. The efficacy of these drugs has been assessed in many countries. Despite the progress in USA and European countries, a time lag of approximately 10 years concerning these new drugs exists in Japan. Since 2000, the above mentioned new drugs have been commercially available and are used to treat many patients with refractory epileptic seizures and verify their efficacy as well in Japan. Induced pluripotent stem (iPS) cells, which were invented in Japan are expected to accelerate the invention of more effective antiepileptic drugs in the near future.